
Reader Response Journal Requirements 
 
The purpose of a reader response journal is to help you think critically about your 
reactions and responses to the text.   These are not to be summaries of what you 
have read, but instead, the journals should explore your connections, questions, 
observations, analysis, and predictions about the elements of the novel.   
 
Here are the primary criteria I will evaluate on the rubric: 
 

 Personal reactions and connections to the text (plot, characters, literary 
elements). 

 Connections or comparisons to your own life, the world, and/or other texts. 

 Reactions and reflections on the author’s style of writing/the author’s 
voice/the tone/mood of the novel. 

 Predictions of what is to come. 

 Discussion of your understandings and reflections about the text you have 
selected and the section you have read. 

 Support for each paragraph by giving specific examples, especially page 
and line numbers from the text. 

 Overall investment of yourself as a reader with this text.   

 A reader response journal that is organized in multiple paragraphs with 
coherent ideas and discussion. 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



I Am Not Sure How To Discuss A Text…Help! 
 
Talking About Texts:  Conversation Sparks 

 
Here are some helpful “conversation sparks” about texts to help you 
respond with quality and depth in your reader response journal.  You may 
organize your conversation about a text in a way that makes sense to you, 
but be sure it is coherent and organized so that I can “see” your flow of 

ideas on paper.   
 

 Text to self connection (how you can identify personally with some aspect of the novel 
and then think…how does this help me understand the text better?) 

 Text to Text Connection (to another book or work of literature, a movie, a song,  or play) 

 Text to the World Connection (world events, national events, local events, or historical 
events) 

 Predictions 

 Ideas for your own writing 

 Advice for the author 

 Advice for the characters 

 Advice you could take as a writer from this author 

 Clarifying what the author means 

 If I were the character… 

 A quote I like or reacted to strongly is… 

 Questions 

 This line is interesting/challenging/puzzling because… 

 I’m confused about… 

 It reminds me…. 

 I feel this way because…. 

 Light bulb moment (I get it now!) 

 Possible big ideas that are emerging 

 Interesting word choice the author used 

 I was impressed by... 

 I noticed that... 

 I wonder about... 

 Some questions I have are... 

 I don't understand... 

 I now understand why/how/what... 

 Something I notice appreciate/don't appreciate/wonder about is... 

 I predict... 

 An interesting word/sentence/thought is... 

 This reminds me of... 

 I never thought... 

 I was surprised by... 

 


